
Christmas is a time when we reflect on the birth of Jesus, and the great hope of salvation he brought humanity.  
The life-changing message of Jesus and his love for us is recorded in the Bible, however, in Terekeka, South Sudan, 
most women will never have an opportunity to hear the gospel, let alone read it. 

In a nation scarred by civil war, millions face poverty, and women are the most vulnerable, with over 41% 
experiencing intimate partner violence**. 

Limited access to education in South Sudan endangers girls by exposing them to harmful cultural practices and 
child marriage, and leaves them without skills for employment, while narrowing their opportunities and maintaining 
the cycle of poverty. 

The African Enterprise Literacy Program is an answer to a desperate need. When AE held a mission in Terekeka, 
local church pastors identified women’s literacy as their most urgent request. 

With the help of AE supporters like you, word is spreading across villages about life-changing education available 
through AE’s South Sudan Literacy Program for women.

This Christmas, you can give more women in South Sudan the opportunity to learn to read and discover the 
hope of Jesus for themselves.

Supporting the African Enterprise Literacy Program in South Sudan will uplift and empower vulnerable women 
through education. Opening new opportunities through the ability to read, the Literacy Program helps graduates to 
go on to enrol in vocational education, seek employment, support their families and contribute to their local 
communities. Access to the Bible helps them find new self-worth. As old perceptions of women are challenged 
within their communities, these women will no longer be seen as objects to be traded, and women will be 
empowered to leave abusive relationships. 

A gift of $200 can contribute towards providing one woman like Madelena with the materials to start her journey.

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down… Psalm 146:8

**Source: 'Violence against Women Prevalence Estimates, 2018: Global, Regional and National Prevalence Estimates for Intimate Partner Violence against Women 
and Global and Regional Prevalence Estimates for Non-Partner Sexual Violence against Women.' Executive Summary. Geneva: World Health Organization, 2021.



We are aiming to raise $320,000 to fund this initiative this Christmas.

A profound change – Madelena’s Story

Just two years ago, program participant Madelena could not read a single word. Born in a small rural village, her 
days were a relentless cycle of menial farming and household jobs to help her family survive. She never went to 
school. As a young teen, her parents arranged her marriage in exchange for a dowry.

Trapped by longstanding cultural norms, including a widespread belief that education is not for women, and 
personally scarred by decades of violence, Madelena had little hope for the future. 

That changed this year when she joined more than 250 women in the Literacy Program at the Terekaka Anglican 
church. There she learned to read and write, met other women like her, and attended Bible Study for the first time. 
Madelena’s face lights up as she says:

“We are so happy... they have come to open our eyes…”

For these women like Madelena, learning to read is the key that changes everything. 

Many women travel for hours on foot to attend the project, three days a week. Each day involves literacy training 
from qualified teachers, prayer, Bible reading, and pastoral care offered by AE staff, as well as sharing breakfast 
and lunch together. Many come scarred by trauma, but soon begin to understand that they are valued and created 
in God’s image, and experience the joy of discovering their self-worth for the first time.

The potential kingdom impact of this project is vast. 

New doors open as we equip women with literacy. They can now take part in AE’s vocational training, and they 
champion education for their children. Our hope is that this will begin to break cycles of oppression and strengthen 
entire communities. Madelena shares: 

Once a very young married girl with no say in her future, Madelena is now a respected leader in her community, 
and she is empowered with new skills and confidence. She is now a role model to a generation of young girls, and 
her story provides a beacon of hope.

“I can read stories in Bari. God has taken us far ahead; I am the leader of the women group in the church.”  
says Madelena. 

Will you prayerfully consider a generous gift to our Christmas Appeal, to provide literacy education for women 
in Terekaka? 

Your gift this Christmas will help strengthen the local church as they bring hope to their community. 

The Terekaka Anglican Church provides the space for the Literacy Program and offers pastoral care for women 
facing hardship or abuse. What began with around 30 participants has now grown to 265, as graduates share their 

“We pray to God for the person who has brought us the school... He has helped us,and our children’s eyes are opening. We were in darkness, but now the light has come to us.” 



stories and invite others to join.

Your gift will also support the AE staff, who travel over 100 kilometres each week through rough, insecure terrain 
to run the program. The road is long and often unsafe, but they continue faithfully, knowing each journey brings 
hope to women who need it most. Your financial support will provide stationery, transport, printed material and 
course resources, venue hire, pay for staff, all of which will ensure that these women are effectively supported 
through their studies. 

Please stand with African Enterprise this Christmas.

Your generous gift of literacy is the beginning of transformation for women like Madelena. The story of how 
Madelena has gone on to effectively instruct others in her community on how to read demonstrates how investing 
in AE’s Literacy Program results in continuous educational advantages for the wider community.

Thank you for your partnership in prayer and giving. We wish you and your family every blessing, knowing the deep 
light and hope of Christ.

In Christ,

Rev. Simba Musvamhiri  
Chief Executive Officer  
African Enterprise Australasia

Provide literacy education 
and resources for women in 

Terekaka

Your gift will:

Support AE staff travelling to 
Terekaka to run the programs

Support pastoral care for 
women facing hardship

Give today and make a 
difference this Christmas:

africanenterprise.com.au/ 
donate-to-aid-development


