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INTRODUCTION

Faith and prayer are the vitamins of the soul; 

man cannot live in health without them - Mahalia Jackson

Greetings and Peace from the Prayer Coordination Group, 
We invite you to journey with us in this final prayer season of 2021. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you as pray. This 

Prayer Season is dedicated to all woman who play a vital role in society, ministry and their homes. 

Jesus had a very special for place for woman in his heart. This is very clearly illustrated throughout his ministry. 

God has given woman wombs to birth new things, be persistent in prayer, to wail and to wait for answers in prayer. 

Mary Magdalene was such a woman who had been delivered from seven demons by the Lord Jesus and through-

out her continued encounters with Him was beautifully transformed. (Mark 16 v 9). Such was her transformation 

and change that her name is specially mentioned throughout the Gospels. It is also significant to note that Jesus 

appeared to her at His resurrection who had been in the depths of sin and evil, now transformed by the grace and 

power of God. The Lord is close to the broken hearted and crushed in spirit. Most religions look down on a woman 

as not being reputable witnesses. This not so with the Lord Jesus. He elevates woman to equal citizenship in the 

Kingdom of God (Galatians 3.28).

We want to especially encourage all woman to journey with us during this prayer season and join in the following 

activities by:
Fasting
You may engage in a full fast, a partial fast or fast from an activity to give you more time to pray. Your choice is 

between you and God alone.  
Prayer 
We encourage each AE Office, Board, intercessory group, spouse, and volunteer of African Enterprise to determine 

your way of spending time with God during this prayer season. We encourage you to involve the prayer groups 

around you, both within and outside of AE.
Feedback
Please let us know if you sense that you have any God-given message(s) for the organisation. All comments can 

be sent to prayer@aeint.org. 

Yours ever in Christ 

Biggie Paul

Prayer Coordinator

On behalf of: Stephen Mbogo, Emmanuel Kwizera, Salome Mumbi, Esther Chongo, Joan Addison and Joana Ame-

gashi as the Prayer Coordination Team.



PERSISTING IN PRAYER 1
DAY

By Esther Chengo, AEI Communications Manager
One insect that has constantly baffled me has been the mosquito. As it flies through the air, the rotation speed of its wings 
as they flap, produces a high pitched, and highly irritating sound! Now, those from tropical Africa, or those who love outdoor 
camping, could relate to this sound. Based on the pitch of the sound, you could gauge the distance between you and the 
insect, even before you see it. 

However, despite its nuisance, one key lesson we can glean from this tiny insect can be summed up by the word: 
Persistence. As long as a mosquito is still alive, and as long as it can sense warm blood near it, it is sure to be attracted to 
the body, come what may! One could try wad it off, or swap a hand to shoo it away; but all the mosquito does is to regroup 
and look for a new route to get back to you! 

Now, this reminds me of the parable of the persistent widow, as Jesus narrated it to his disciples. “In a certain town there 
was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming 
to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even 
though I don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets 
justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” (Luke 18:2-5 NIV)

The widow kept coming with a singular plea. One can imagine what it took for her to sustain a process that was not yielding 
fruit. She kept coming; she did not give up; she was committed to her course – no matter the cost! Can this be said of us? 
Do we have singular focus in our pursuit of the Master? 

And her plea was one – that she may have justice against her adversary. The widow must have faced an injustice that 
aggrieved her to the extent that she felt the judge was her only hope. The judge would give her an audience, weigh this 
matter, and grant her justice. Are there circumstances that we are facing that we can only bring before our Heavenly Judge? 
Are we facing adversaries that overwhelm us, circumstances that we need to present as cases before the Lord?

 The judge, on the other hand, refused her plea for some time; however, he reached his breaking point because of her 
persistence. He said the widow was bothering him; or as a few other versions put it, she was “driving him crazy” (NLT), “pes-
tering him” (Berean), “troubling him” (NKJV), “wearing him out” (GNT), and “plaguing him” (YLT).  It was her incessant 
pursuit that made him remark, “I will see that she gets justice”! The weight and burden of this adversary had shifted from 
the widow to the judge. It was now the sole focus of the judge to ensure that this matter is settled, so that he too may get 
peace! 
It is to this, that Jesus gave a wonderful conclusion: “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about 
justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they 
get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:6-8 NIV)

Prayers
Oh, may we cry out to the Lord, by day and by night! As the widow did, may we relentlessly pursue the Father; that His 
ears may be attune to our plea, and His heart moved by our plight. May the Lord grant us the fortitude of Hannah, 
crying out before the Lord, for He alone knows our distress (1 Samuel 1:10). May we cry out for ourselves, for we need 
a Savior! May we cry out for our families, for we need redemption! May we cry out for our generation, for we need 
deliverance! May we cry out for our land, for it too needs rescuing. Yes, let us join together, in the words of this chorus, 
sang in days of old, but ringing true for us too:

If you believe and I believe, and we together pray!
The Holy Spirit must come down, Then Africa will be saved!



2
DAY

PRAYING WOMAN & HER FAMILY
By Janet Mwendwa, AEI Social Action Director

Scripture has a number of women whose faith brought tangible results. One of the biblical star women is the Canaanite 
woman mentioned in Matthew 15:21-28. She was restless and desperate to get her demon possessed daughter healed 
by Jesus. Just like the Canaanite woman, we need to be persistent in prayer for God’s intervention in the difficult situa-
tions of our families.

Though she was not an Israelite, the Canaanite woman understood that divine help for her demon possessed daughter 
could only come from Jesus Christ. When she cried to Jesus at first, he did not answer. As if that was not enough, the 
apostles suggested that Jesus sends her away for she had been crying after them. To make matters worse, Jesus says 
that he was only sent to the lost sheep of Israel and since she was Canaanite, she was disqualified from the benefits 
thereof. Adding insult to injury, Jesus said that bread is for the children of Israel. Her answer to Jesus is a display of big 
faith – “ Yes, it is Lord. Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table”. At that point, Jesus acknowl-
edged her great faith and her daughter was healed instantly. She had all reasons to give up but she didn’t. Her 
persistence yielded good fruit. 

We pray for:
1. God’s mercy upon our children who are undergoing 
difficult issues e.g. addictions, sickness, rebellion etc. 
The Canaanite woman cried to Jesus to have mercy on 
her demon possessed daughter (Matthew 15:22).
2. Persistence in prayer for our families against all 
odds. The Canaanite woman resolved not to throw in 
the towel when put off by Jesus and the disciples. 
Instead, she chose to persist until she received an 
answer to her prayer (Matthew 15:23-27).

Faith in God’s power to change the situations in our families. 
Jesus commended the Canaanite woman for her faith 

and healed her daughter at that moment (Matthew 15 v 28) 



3
DAY

PRAYING WOMAN & HER NATION
By Lynn Nwagbara, AE Europe Executive Director

As we look back in the Scriptures, we see that women at different points in our joint history have played significant roles in 
the nation of Israel and beyond. Women that come immediately to mind are:

    • Deborah who was a prophet and a judge. She told the people what the Lord wanted them to do and ensured that they 
followed his commandments. Deborah led the way!
     • Esther who stood up for her own people and risked her own life as she went in to the King without his invitation. She 
not only prayed but called for a fast as well before she went into face the King. She recognized that strength can come from 
the prayers of others.  
      • Anna prayed for many years in the temple and was one of the first to recognize Jesus as the Messiah.

There are of course others and the same is even true today and as we look around us, we will see different women’s prayer 
networks with women interceding for their own nation and beyond their borders. One of such group is the Lydia Fellowship 
who ask, “Will you hear the call, and be an Esther? “You have come to the Kingdom for such a time as this”” Esther 4 v 14

It would be an error on our part to overlook the role that women have played as they have stood in the gap on behalf of lead-
ers and nations. I have had the privilege of knowing at close hand some of the ladies that have stood in the gap for Belgium 
and for Europe. In the building where I had the AE Europe office for many years one such group of women would meet at the 
top of the building each week to intercede for Europe and for those in authority praying that they would act justly and would 
vote through just laws.

The Europe-Africa Reconciliation Process which saw us go back to Berlin to re-enact the original Treaty of 1884-1885 – 
although led predominantly by men had a number of key women intercessors who were undergirding everything in prayer. 
So let us encourage women in our nations to stand in the gap and pray for our nations and for the ministry that we are 
involved in as we seek to see transformation in our own countries and across the African continent.

PRAYER POINTS
•  Pray that God would bestow a Deb-
orah Anointing to be woman of 
wisdom and discernment
•  Pray that we will be woman of 
Prayer, Courage and Influence to the 
nations
•  Pray that God would give us a 
desire for deep intercession, and that 
we will not give up until we see a 
breakthrough 
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THE DEVOTIONAL LIFE OF A WOMAN
By Antoinette Kiswangi, AE DRC Admin & Project Manager

We are living in very odd times and the pandemic devastating the world has affected home life, even worsened the 
women’s situation around the globe. In cities, towns, and villages we are to minister, everywhere we encounter suffer-
ings, women being violated and abused. Young women abused and other left to raise children as single mothers.  Like 
Laeticia, on our Community Transformation Group witnessed being abused while living at her relatives in the absence 
of her parents. She ended up being abused, got pregnant and had to struggle alone to raise the baby. 

Sometimes the Lord calms the storm; sometimes he lets the storm rage and calms his child. Paul encourages us 
herein saying:” And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7 (NIV)

1 Peter 5:7 “Casting the whole of your care on Him, for He cares for you affectively and cares about you watchfully.”
  
We need to pray to open the floodgates of God’s intimate grace and power to flow towards our families in need. We 
know that God can act without prayer but invites us and allows us to participate in His work on earth through prayer. 

The Lord is our hope, the answer to our troubles.  We need to humble ourselves and seek His face in odd times as this. 

PRAYER POINTS
•  Let us pray for the suffering women, 
victims of violence and vulnerable and 
single mothers.   
•  Let us pray for God’s protection for 
women experiencing domestic abuse, 
those  in war areas and those in the 
work environment. 
•  Pray with us for those experiencing 
dire poverty and in promiscuity.     
•  Let us pray for our families and that 
God will stop the pandemic and restore 
peace. 
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TRAVAILING IN PRAYER
By Charity Kivengere, AE International Board Member

What is travailing prayer and why is it important?
 
Travailing prayer is one of the most powerful form of prayer that God works through to intervene in circumstances and 
accomplish his purposes. This is praying that is an outcome of God himself putting a burden deep in the hearts of men 
and women, and so they begin to cry and call on him often in agony under great conviction, over a troubling situation. 
Examples are many both in the Bible and even today, of travailing prayer and its outcome. Let us look at some examples.

Nehemiah was a man who travailed in prayer. After hearing of the disgraceful state of affairs in Jerusalem and the broken 
wall, this is what he says Neh. 1:4 “When I heard of this, I sat down and wept. In fact for days, I mourned, fasted and prayed 
to the God of heaven”. The burden of the wall was so heavy on Nehemiah’s heart that he would not rest until it was 
addressed. After praying, Nehemiah acted, got a go ahead from the king and eventually went and built the wall. 

In the 1970s a church called the Brooklyn Tabernacle in New York, under the leadership of Pastor Jim Cymbala, experi-
enced a great move of the Spirit. In his book ‘Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire’ explains how he started ministry at this church and 
how troubled and burdened he became by the deadness of the church, that one night instead of preaching, he simply stood 
before the small congregation and wept. The people also joined him in weeping and so began the move of God which 
transformed this church into a vibrant Spirit led church, which has grown and lead to the transformation of many lives.

At the beginning of the East African Revival two men Joe Church and Simeon Nsibambi were so burdened by the obvious 
dryness and luke-warmness of the church of Uganda, that they met and started praying and crying in earnest to the Lord 
to revive the church. The outcome was the well-known East African Revival.   

Today, the Lord is looking for:
�  Souls that will avail themselves like Nehemiah, like Jim Cymbala like Nsibambi and Joe Church to mention but a few, to 
travail in prayer, crying for the lost souls, for our ungodly and sinful nations, for the lukewarm church, for the broken fami-
lies, for the wayward young generation that does not know God and so on. 
�  Souls that will be ready to persevere in prayer until the outcome that God desires is evident, because travailing prayer 
produces a very evident fruit. Is 62:6-7 “Take no rest all you who pray to the Lord. Give the Lord no rest until he completes 
his work” 
�  Souls that will be courageous to act on what God is revealing, being lead of the Holy Spirit.  
God is looking for people to stand in the gap (Ez. 22:30). He is looking at us his people and not anyone else. 2 Chr 7:14 “If 
my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their land.” 

During these seasons of prayer as the AE Partnership, may the lord take us deeper into prayer, and even deeper into travail-
ing prayer.

PRAYER POINTS
1.  God to restore and strengthen the spirit of prayer in the church and to have prayer take centre stage in the 
church of Christ
2.  For more people in AE to engage in the prayer life of the ministry
3. For God to strengthen the AE prayer coordination teams in the partnership 



10th - 30th

January 2022


